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JOSMGRAHDIW FOR: Director of Sclentlfic^lbtelllgemce , DDS&T 

Sti&WKJT : The Cybernetics Working Group 

REFEREHOS : Memo to D/0J5R from D/061, dated 25 August 1&7 


1. It is ay understanding that when members of the Working 
Group compiled their General Collection Quite on Soviet cybernetics, 
they considered a detailed and descriptive format s tellar to the DIA 
collection guide on cybernetics, dated 16 August 1965 . They did not 
choose the DIA approach , primarily because its extensive detail 
would duplicate in part the outstanding requirements of individual 
■cabers of the Soup. The tejncttvTwL »ther to issue a non- 
technical statement of the range of interests in Soviet cybernetics 
within 031) QER, QSRj and OCX* Us mr that raaaon tbi Group agreed 
m>t to I n clud e statements of orgaaiz at ion , descriptions of Soviet 
programs, and s imilar background material . Perhaps the Baser 
issued by the Group was iuproperlTtitled end Sd havTbeen 
labeled a "Statement of Priorities and of Interests in Soviet 
Cybernetics." 

2. Representatives of AS also contacted our analysts about 
the Quids produced by the Working Group. The IBS peqpleexpressed 
their opinion tdiat general collection guides on the whole are of 
marginal value when compared with specific collection requirements. 

They did not apjwar to encourage the release o f a general c oll ection 
guide on Soviet cybernetics. Nevertheless, if^Bl|^^l°f 0SI has 25X1 A 
agreed to write an appropriate introduction for this Quids, subject 

to approval of Ihe other members of the Working Group, this is 
acceptable to me. 

25X1A 

3. We are happy to have assume the chairmanship of 

the Cybernetics Working Group. The Office of Strategic Research 
may wish to name additional members to the Working Group if the 
major focus of attention during the coming year is to be on military 
application of cybernetics. We would support any efforts by the 
Group to enlist the help of non- Agency experts an cybernetics . 

25X1A 

H 

WILLIAM H. MOK MX, JR. 

Director 

Economic Research 
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2 5 AUG 1967 


MEMORANDUM FOR: 


Director of Economic Research 


SUBJECT: 


REFERENCE: 


State of Priorities and General 
Collection Guide in Soviet 
Cybernetics 

Memo from D/OER, dated 27 July 1967 


25X1A 


25X1A 


1. The; questions raised in referenced memorandum 

have been discussed within OSI and. with representatives 
of IRS. It is the opinion of the IRS representatives 
that some idea of the over-all cybernetics picture should 
be conveyed in the Cybernetics Collection Guide because 
of precisely the same reasons given in paragraph lb in 
referenced memorandum for excluding a discussion of the 
"over-all cybernetic organization." In the absence of 
some kind of explanation, collectors are likely to be 
quite confused. For this reason and in response to a 
request of IRS, Chief of the Cybernetics and 

Behavioral Sciences Branch in OSI, has agreed to write 

an appropriate introduction to the guide, subject to 
the approval of the other members of the Cybernetics 
Working Group. 

2. Since the Working Group is entering its second 

year of operation, and because so many organizational 
changes have transpired within CIA and, substantively, 
within the Soviet cybernetics program since the com- 
mittee was organized, it is our opinion that this is an 
opportune time not only to make a change in the chairman- 
ship of the committee but also to modify its method of 
operation. With regar^to the chairmanship, we would 
like to designate | for this position. As for 

methods of operation, we would like to see a mechanism 
established whereby substantive inputs are obtained 
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SUBJECT: 


State of Priorities and General 
Collection Guide in Soviet 
Cybernetics 


We°believe d that P ^n t + 6 sub_fields °f cybernetics. 
• tha J such ln Puts are necessary to the com- 

to tul re ^ chl «S meaningful conclusions with regard 
°y h l rnetics research program and fof 

Soviet^JLl 116110 * 611 *^ 1 impact of such research on 
of ^ te ? 1C Capab:Llities * Organizational details 

f such a mechanism would be one of the first problems 

wuh^r^a 4 ! 66 to lron OUt ’ if yOU 

coming months^hould^be^upon military cjbernetics”with 

me?Sod« “ pha ?^ the application of maSaMcal 
rfffL* military affairs. The committee, composed 
as it is now of members from several other offices is 
more representative of the Agency's interest in such 
applications than it was heretofore. With the support 
of non-Ageiicy experts, it should provide a Jaluabfe 

rum for assessing the implication of Soviet efforts 
to develop such applications. enorts 


25X1 A 


DONALD F. CHAMBERLAIN 
Director of 

Scientific Intelligence 
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MEMORANIXJM FOR* Director of Scientific Intelligence 

SUBJECT: Statement at Priorities end General Collection 

Guide on Soviet Cybernetics 

REFERENCE: Memo from n/OSt, dated 21 June 1967 


1. The questions raised in your ammo regarding the Statement of 
Priorities end (General Collection Guide £«a Soviet Cybernetics hare 
been discussed 1 >y several members of the OSI-^^^Cybermtics \i rking 
25X1 A Group. ' Their response, as given to me i* as follows: 

a. They agree that the guide probably will not encourage 
any real collection effort. However, the purpose of the Guide 
i# to ccmbtne in one paper the scope of the Agency's interests 
in Soviet cybernetics. A representative of CCS (now IBS) who 
read a draft of the Guide informed the Working Group that it 
would be vsry useful as a general statement of Agency require- 
ments on tine subject. The Guide contains a statement to the 
effect that it Is not intended to replace detailed requirements 
of components “teat are charged with responsibilities for specific 
aspects of cybernetics . It is hoped that gaps in intelligence 
will continue to he included by these components in their 
separate requirements. 

b. Tha Working Group did not feel that it was appropriate 
in this particular paper to include a reference to the ’’overall 
cybernetic organization. " Apparently the Unas of responsibility 
are so diffused throughout the many institutes, universities, 
and ministries involved in one phase or another of cybernetics 
that it is extremely difficult, if not impossible, to identify 
an "overall structure" in an administrative sense. As you know, 
"cybernetics" in the USSR includes a whole host of activities 
not included in the Western usage of that word, and many of 
these activities simply do not fit together administratively. 
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2. You will recall that the OSI-CGR Cybernetics Working group was 
established with tha understanding that the chairmanship vould alternate 
between 061 and 0HR. The present Of® Chairman has served for ah ut one 
year, and you asy want to consider designating a person frcm 061 to 
serve as chairman. 


25X1A 

JS( 

WILLIAM N. M0RELL, Jr. 
Wrector 

Economic Research 



Distribution: 

Orig & 1 - Addressee 
12 - i/OER 

25X1 A 1 - r/R, OER (ojjtfy 

OKR/D/R^^^^B nwm/71l8 (25 Jul 67 ) 
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JUN B67 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Research and Reports 


SUBJECT : 


REFERENCE : 


Statement of Priorities and General 
Collection Guide on Soviet 
25X1A Cybernetics 

Memo, dated 13 June 1967 


1. In looking over the Statement of Priorities, there 
seems to be one important omission, although perhaps its 
buried somewhere. It seems to me that it is important 

to place the overall cybernetics organization in proper 
perspective, determine the extent of its authority and 
responsibilities, see how its organized, and in general 
estimate its probable effectiveness. I find that our 
intelligence in this area is not particularly good. 

2. With regard to the collection Guide, I guess 

I have a basic question as to its value, I cannot believe 
that it is going to encourage any real collection. No 
effort has been made in this guide to identify what we 
know already and what we don't know. I believe the most 
important job is to establish clearly on some priority 
bas^s the significant gaps that exist today in our intelli- 
gence on Soviet cybernetics. Perhaps it is the Committee's 
intention to produce this next. 


25X1 A 


DONALD F. CHAMBERLAIN 
Director of Scientific Intelligence 


inf.’ 1987 
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Cybernetics Working Group 
Seventh Meeting - 25 May 19^7 


The Group met to discuss and approve a final version of the general 
collection guide and statement of priorities on cybernetics in the USSR. 
The paper will be ready for distribution within the next few weeks. 


For its next meeting the Group plans to have a representative from 
FTD discuss research in that organization on Soviet cybernetics. 

25X1A 


Chairman 


cc: DD/ORR, Ch/E 


DistrilDtuion: 

1 - d/osi 
1 - d/orr 

1 - Each Member 


orr/d/r 


nwm/7118 (31 May 67 ) 
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Cybernetics Working Group 
Sixth Meeting - 1 May 1967 


The Group met to review a draft of the general collection guide 
now under preparation. Suggestions were made and agreed upon regarding 
additional sections for the guide, including a statement of priorities. 
Members will prepare material to augment the present draft, and will 
meet on May 25 (1000, Room ^G^3) to discuss and approve a final version 


of the guide. 


25X1 A 


Chairman 


cc: DD/OKR, Ch/E 

Distribution: 

1 - D/OSI 
1 - D/ORR 
1 - Each Member 


okr/d/r 


:nwm/71l8 (4 May 67 ) 


25X1A 
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Cybernetics. ’WorfeiBg Group 
Fifth Meeting - 31 January 1967 


The Group discussed the problems ip identifying military application 
of cybemrtics in the USSR. Of particular concern is the exienf to uhich 
the Soviets use cybernetic methods in making strategic choices and in 
national security management. 

m 25X1A 

rtrtV1 T r? addl ^ onal contributions were receiv ed for the concise gene ral 
collection guide that the Group is preparing, 

CGS, who was present at this meeting, indicatec^S^fl^^^^Sffg 
collection guide would be particularly useful in identifying the general 
interests of this Group. The collection guide will be rSdy for final 
consideration by members of the Group at their next meeting and will be 

their S 5 fo^ft y f er f ft f; , It that individuals would continue 

eir efforts to develop detailed requirements on specific cybernetics 

topics for which they have responsibility. 

of ORD was welcomed as a member of the Group. 

* 25X1 A 

25X1 A I 


Distribution: 

1 - D/OSI 
1 - D/ORR 
1 - Each Member 


Chairman 
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nwm/71l8 (l Feb 67 )' 
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